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would be invested by a Japanese Army and the base would
have been partially destroyed. In any case, the Fleet would
not be able to go into the place. It would, in fact, arrive at the
end of a very long passage to find the one base on which it
relied for rest and refit closed to it. Further operations would
be out of the question.
But that is not all. There is a variety of schemes we could
devise for blocking the Suez Canal. Our submarines could
go into the Indian Ocean and even into the Atlantic to
attack the British Fleet on its way East. The Straits of
Malacca, Sunda, Bali, and Lombok, between the Dutch
islands, offer especially good opportunity for surprise attacks,
which our destroyers and submarines would push home
regardless of cost, in much the same way as our Southern
Island flotillas would attack an American Fleet coming from
Hawaii. In fact, there are many opportunities for carrying
on a war of attrition. With Singapore denied to it, there is
little the British Fleet could do to make good any damage
it might suffer. There is no suitable defended harbour in the
N.E.L : Port Darwin is fully 1800 miles off, and on the way
there the Japanese Fleet could attack when and where it
chose. The British Fleet would, in fact, find itself in a hope-
less position. I do not want to be over-confident, but the
problem with which the British would be faced is very-
difficult and would make their chances of victory less than
those of the Americans.
The first stroke.
The above shows that the most favourable time for us to
strike the first blow would be when the British Fleet is at its
normal peace-time stations, i.e. with the major portion in
Europe and one squadron of large cruisers in the Far East.
If we chose such a time, we should be able to reduce the
British superiority by attrition and should very probably
succeed in capturing Hongkong and Singapore. We should
be able to make it very difficult, if not impossible, for the
enemy to carry on the war.
If, on the other hand, the British had assembled a large
Fleet at Singapore before the outbreak of war, a war of
attrition would be out of the question : we should have to
meet a superior Fleet and the result would be far less of a
foregone conclusion than we generally suppose. We should